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Vancouver

This seaside city is a stroller’s delight,
with dramatic architecture, outstanding cuisine, and diverse
cultural riches, all in a stunning natural setting
By Claire Dederer

The light—gray and northern and surprisingly
abundant—pours between 1all, slender tow

ers that look so new they might not even be
built yet. The buildings cluster in elegant for-
ests along the water's edge; at their feet sit the:
vibrant, brick-lined neighborhoods of Gas-
town, Yaletown, and the West End. To walk
through Vancouver—and make no mistake,

this is one ofthe great walking cities of Morth
America—is lo travel continuously betwesn
old and new.

The old isn't lerribly old in Vancouver: The
city's histary, at any rate its Eurapean history,
is fairty brit. The Spanish came first; the Eng-
lish dicin't show up until tha late 18th century.
During thenext hundred years, trappers, [




VANCOUVER

ESSENTIAL VAMCOUVER
The area code is 604, uniess othensyize
nated,

Vancouver is best
seen via its waterfront, with golo-
smacking views of sea, sky, and moun-
tains. Walk alang the False Creak
shoreling near Yaletown and take in the
parade of public art; trace the outline
of the magnificent grean thumb that is
Stanley Park; then follow the water's
edge at laid-back Kitsilano. At sunset in

17 ELLEDECOR.COM

summertime, the urban beaches border-
ing English Bay are bustling with crowds
of peaple hanging out, taking part in the
best spectacle the city has to offar.
Vancouver is in the
grip of izakaya-mania. These Japanese
bars serve a variesty of Asian small plates,
fram grilled snacks to sushi to udon
noodles. There’s no better way to spend
an evening than sampling across the city,
Vancouver
has ane of the most vibrant Chinatowns

on the West Coast. In the daytime,
shoppers looking for deals push thair
way through tourists. But the neighbar-
hood’s emerging nightlife scene gives it
an edgy, youthful appeal after dark.,
Tha most charming way to tra-
varse Vancouver is by boat, Little pas-
senger ferries glide along False Creek,
taking you from one side of town to
the other (689-5858; theaquabus.com).
In the late 19708,
the industrial wasteland of Granville
Island became a success story of urban
renewal when It was transformed into
a shapping destination. Boutigues,
restaurants, and buskers give the mar-
ketplace a vital (and hectic) feel.

WHAT TO SEE

274 E. 15t
Ave., T36-1554; catrionajeffries.com:
The artist's cholce for where to find in-
tarnational postconceptual wark.

555 Nelson
5t., 681-2700; contempaoraryartgal-
lery.ca; A challenging, ambitious,
elagant art space funded by tha gav-
ernment? This is one of the reasons
you might wish you were a Canadian
citizen. Every show is smartly curated,
presenting even difficult work in an
accassible way.

6393
NW Marine Dr., 822-5087, moa.ubc.ca;
A mind-bogglingly beautiful collection of
First Mations art of tha Naorthwest coast,
housed in a masterwark by Vancouvers
mast impartant contemporary architect,
Arthur Erickson, High above the water
on the Univarsity of British Columbia
campus, the museum offers ane of the
most breathtaking views inthe city.

750 Hornkby
51., 662-4700; vanartaallery.bc.ca:
This centrally located museum fea-
tures waork by important local artists,
including beloved past-lm pressionist
lcan Emily Garr,

WHERE TO STAY

800
W. Georgia S1., 684-3131; fawrmont-
Gcomihotelvancouver: Tha grande
dame of Vancouvar hotels is wearing
her age baautifully.

133 Keefer 5t., 688-1983;
thekeafar.com: Three uitrachic suites
and a luxurious penthouse completa
with rooftop pool. Film folks use the
hatel as a home away from LA, vou can
stay for a night or two as well,

1177 Melville 5t., 668-
5060; theloden.com: A haautifl_lllyda-
signed boutique hotel that won't break
the bank. The rooms manage to riff on
"4 glarmour while maintaining a sleak,
contemparary look.

9948 Canada P, Ste. #300,
662-8111; panpacific.com;: Located on
a pier ovarlaaking the harbar, this high
rise has views of the coastal mountains
and the city skylina.

1128 W. Georgia 5t.,
689-1120; shanari-la.com: Top-of-the-
lina luxury with a caal, Asian twist. Glaim

to tame: The Dalai Lama stayed hara an
his last visit to Vancouver.

WHERE TO EAT

163 Keafer
5t., 688-0876; bao-bei.ca: This chic
spot serves modern versions of classic
Chinese dishes,

1479 Robson St and
other locations, 688-4272; hapaizaka-
ya.com: A stylish, crowded Japanasa
tapas place in the heart of the Robson
Street shopping district.

1938 W. 4th Ave., 730-5579;
maenam.ca: This sleek Thai bistro is
packed and sceney, but in a fun way.,

740 Denman 5.,
609-0310: Great ramen in a rustic-yet-
coal environment, People in Vancouver
love to argue abaut wiho serves the best
rarmen; this sweet cafe is giving the old-
timers a run for thair money.

1944 W, 4th Ave., 288-T305;
refuelrestaurant.com: A hip reinterpre-
tation of the classic diner. It's hard to
resist artisanal charcuterie in a cleverly
designed mideantury-madem room.

1228 Hamil-
ton St., 809-0080; rohvan.com: A casu-
al Yaletown hangout where the seafood
is preparad simply but perfectly.

1480 W. 11th Ave., TI6-6664;
vijgrestaurant.ca: One of the city’s best
restaurants, Vij's has served exquisite
Indian cuisine for almost two decades.
The subtly seasoned food, the casually
festive vibe, and the warmm service make
you feel like you're at the most cosmo-
politan dinner party imaginable.

823 Denman St. and other
locations, 685-1136; zakkushi.com:
Meat on the chareaal grll, punk rock
on the stereo, and lots of smiling faces.
A great stop for a late-night snack.

WHERE TO SHOP

2205W. 4th Ave.,
TI-TGT3; gravilypope.com: Shoe
heaven far men and women in Kitsilana.
Camper, Flueveg, Fiorentini + Baker,
and Giraudaon are all served in a cheer-
fully decadent atmosphere.

2315 Main 5t., 879-5275; lark.me:
Heritage brands, selvage denim, and
hipster staples in a cool shop-frant.

2960 Granville §t., 7311017,
misch.ca: Emarging designers show-
cased in a serane South Granville space.

320 W. Cordova St.,
T78-327-9376; oldfaithiulshop.corm:
A stunning Gastown emparium with a
vintage, found-abjact feel; displays and
furniture alike are made from cunningly
repurposed salvaged wood.

28 Water 5t., 568-6718;
orlingandwu.com: This Gastown
interior design stare has a charming
European sensibility.

529 Beatty St., 632-0085;
providehome.com: Home accessanas
and gifts in a bright, high-ceilinged
space, with pared-down tableware by
Heath Ceramics, sculptural vases and
bowls by Rina Menardi, and jazzy pil-

lows by Judy Rosa,
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